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Adoption
agenciles
will face
scrutiny

Groups put 11 children
in Huron County home
with homemade cages

By Dennis J. Willard,
Doug Oplinger
and Carl Chancellor
Beacon Joumal staff writers

State officials will investigate
the adoption agencies that
placed 1I children in a Huron
County home over the last sever-
al years, the Ohio Department of
Job and Family Services said
Wednesday.

The children, who have been
described by some as having spe-
cial needs, were taken from their
home on Friday.

Deputies with Huron County
Sheriff Dick Sutherland’s office
found nine homemade wooden
and wire-fence cages in the
Clarksfield Township home of
Michael and Sharen Gravelle,
about 75 miles west of Akron.

Several of the children said
they slept in the cages at night.
The cages had alarms on the
doors; some were blocked shut
by heavy furniture, according to
the shenffs office.

The children have been
placed in temporary foster care.

None was enrolled in a tradi-

Please see Cage, A20
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Cage

Home-school defense
praises Huron father

Continued from Page A1

tional public school this year.
The eight school-age children
were enrolled in an online char-
ter school. At one time, at least
three of the children were home-
schooled.

Scott Somerville, an attorney
with the Home School De-
fense Association in Virginia,
said he talked with Michael
Gravelle before the story broke
12 & ey 7k 0o elp speci
isa y trying to help s
children,

When a social worker visited
the house last week, there was
no resistance to an inspection,
said Somerville, whose organiza-
tion represents home-schooling
families on legal matters.

b had nothing to hide,”
wh they adopted these chidren

adoj
nn! mlJ' me the problems they
were trying to solve.

“I think he is a hero.”

No charges have been filed.

According to officials in the
Erie-Huron-Ottawa Educational
Service Center and the Western
Reserve School District, three of
the children were registered as
home-schooled in 2003-04.

Home schooling in Ohio is
conducted with minimal state
oversight - simple registration
with the local district and, if the
family decides to home-school a
second year, a limited academi

Somerville sai

on several occasions, and like the
others who came into contact
with this family, we are sur-
prised at this story, We did not
encounter anything that caused
us to believe there were issues
with the health and safety of the
family.”

Ohio Connections, based in
suburban Columbus, is part of a
nationwide chain with head-

The Ohio Department of Ed-
ucation's Web site confirms that
eight children from Western Re-
. s 1

sealed and private, are required
to make face-to-face visits, in-
spect the home and conduct
background checks on

In foster-care situations,
which are temporary, there is
ing contact between ghce
ment agencies and the home.
Adoption is different, Evans said,
“Once the adoption is final-
ized, there is no more follow-up,
That child becomes a permanent

Ve - p
- are enrolled in Ohio Connec-
tions, but the state records don’t
reflect that any of them are chil-
dren with special needs.

The 1I children range in a
from | to 14, according to the
sheriff's office. Two each are 3,7
and 8. The other children are 6,
9 and 13 years old.

All 11 were adopted. None
was in foster care when removed
from the home.

State investigation

The agencies responsible for
placing the children are now the
subject of a state invuiﬁuion to
determine whether they fol-
lowed proper procedures
finalizing the adoptions, said
Dennis Evans, Ohio Department
of Job and Family Services
8]

“We, as a department, will be
reviewing how the ho‘;inﬁzﬁel
responded. We
algmto emure that they did
what they were supposed to do,"

Evans said.

Evans said the agencies,
which he could not name
cause the adoption records are

ber of the family that
adopted him or her.”

In other words, the adopting
family is no different from any
other family on the block, and
social-service agencies become
involved only if a complaint is
made, Evans said.

Jim McCafferty, Cuyah
County Children and Emoi?;
Services director, said his

placed a boy, less than a year old,
with special needs in the Grav-
elle home in 2001.

. He said that dA Child’s Wait-
ing, a private adoption agency
based & Akron, conducted the

home study. “They were in the
home,"” McCafferty said.
But Crissy Kolarik, A Child's
Waiting co-dgﬁctor, o;ayidfl:]:
never had custody of
cEiId and did not do a home
study. Instead, two home studies
- conducted by Huron and Stark
S ot Sl Bk Fate
ounty, custody
of the child, she said.

Already approved
Kolarik said the Gravelles al-
ready were approved for foster

care and adoption when a
pmadnedherpn inmg

work as a facilitator in c]:ilgptmg
the Cuyahoga County child.

“Two counties had custody of
children placed in that home ‘Ei-
or to them contacting A Child's
Waiting,” Kolarik said. “Our de-
cision was based on the recom-
mendation of Huron County’s
positive home study.”

Kolarik said Cu Coun-
ty had custody an e the fi-
nal decision to place the child
with the Gravelles,

“After the adoption was final-
ized, we placed no additional

children in that home and the
family transferred to another
agency,” Kolarik said.

She said the Gravelles adopt-
f,d three or f?_lu[ s<!:1hiclldx'ven ak fter
er agency finished workin
with them. .

McCafferty said caging the
children was a horre: act on
the parents’ part, but he added it
appears from early reports the
cﬁlldren were not abused, ne-
glected or malnourished in other
ways. He said the parents may
have been overwhelmed and
made a poor decision.

“When we have families
adopting a lot of kids like this,

there should be u';lofe outside

support, more public s rt.
epgwe the ch%ldren aulﬂx:he

parents that much,” he said.

He said it is an arbitrary line
to draw, but that any time a fam-
ily has adopted more than six
children, there should be follow-
up contact to assess how the
family is managing.

Doug Oplinger can be reached at 330-996-
3750 or doplinger@thebeconjournal com.
Dennis J. Willand can be reached at 614-224-
1613 or dviliardBerboaconjournal com; Carl
Chanceflor can be reached at 330-996-3725 o
echancellor@ebeaconioumal com.
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assessment.

No assessment

There was no assessment in
the case of the Gravelles because
the three home-schooled chil-
dren enrolled the following year
in the Ohio Connections Acade-
my, said Charles Hoffman, direc-
tor of curriculum and instruc-
tional services at the ESC.

Ohio Connections is a public-
ly funded charter school ed-
ucates children via the Internet.

Ray Lambert, Ohio Connec-
tions principal, confirmed the
children n enrolled for
about a year. He said his school
requires contact with the
family every other week.

“We have already been in
contact with representatives of
the Ohio Department of Educa-
tion to make any records avail-
able to them,” Lambert said in an
e-mailed response to questions.

“We did have occasion to
meet with the children in person
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Chapel Hill Mall
Fri, Sat & Sun » September 16, 17, 18
(During mall hours)
Giveaways:
$1000 in Remodeling
Waterpro Reverse 0smosis
Drinking Water System.

(Sign-up NARI Booth!)

Sponsors:

'\ Tri-County Nari Chapter
330.920.1379

www.tricountynari.com

TRI-COUNTY NARI

National Association of the
Remodeling Industry Presents:

The Wice
of the
Remodeling
Industry
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