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Thank you for speaking with me about homeschool reform. As your constituent,
| appreciate your dedication to improving education and preventing child abuse.

Research on homeschooling has uncovered some issues of concern, which are listed
below. Please use this information as a guide as you make decisions about homeschool
laws and oversight in our state, and a springboard to learn more. | have included my story
and my contact information should you or your staff have any questions.

Child Abuse
The Coalition for Responsible Home Education (CRHE) has compiled a brief that lays out
some ways child abuse can manifest in homeschool settings.’

+ Abusive parents can use homeschooling to conceal abuse. The
Homeschooling’s Invisible Children database contains hundreds of cases of severe
child abuse and neglect in homeschool settings, and is searchable by state.? Stories
like those of Calista Springer, Jeanette Maples, and Emani Moss point to a pattern of
parents pulling their child from school after teachers report suspected abuse or
neglect. In a 2014 study of child torture, University of Wisconsin pediatrician Barbara
Knox wrote that many of cases she examined involved homeschooling that occurred
after a prior CPS case was closed and brought with it an escalation and
intensification of abuse.’

+ Child abuse in homeschool settings can be especially severe. Homeschooling
does not make healthy parents abusive. However, because homeschooling offers
abusive parents the ability to isolate their children, it can escalate and prolong abuse
when abuse does occur. Homeschooled students may be overrepresented in
especially severe cases of child abuse. There is reason to believe that
homeschooled children may die from abuse at a higher rate than other children.* In a
2014 study of child torture, University of Wisconsin pediatrician Barbara Knox found
that 47% of the school-age child cases she identified involved children withdrawn
from school to be homeschooled.’

* Most states do not require background checks for homeschool parents.
Pennsylvania prohibits homeschooling when parents have committed a violent
crime, sexual offense, or crime against children; Arkansas bars homeschooling when
a sex offender lives in the home. No other state has a similar requirement. In
addition to background checks, lawmakers should create a system for flagging cases
where families have a concerning history of involvement with social services.®

Educational Neglect
CRHE also compiled a brief on homeschooling and educational neglect, which lays out
some of the ways educational neglect can manifest in homeschool settings.’
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* Most states do not require evidence that education is taking place. Only a
handful of states require homeschool parents to have their children tested or
evaluated. The result is a lack of accountability that can allow educational neglect to
go unchecked.® The limits of current law can make it difficult for even concerned
relatives to ensure that children are being educated.

* The public is not fully informed about homeschool success rates. While some
homeschooled children do very well, this success is not universal. Unfortunately,
existing studies draw on volunteer samples that are not representative of the
demographics or diverse experiences of homeschooled students overall.

*+ Homeschooled students lag behind their peers in math. A wide range of data,
including test scores from Alaska and Arkansas, suggest that homeschooled
students perform below their public school peers in math. Several studies have
found that homeschool graduates are less likely than other students to major in
STEM fields once in college, suggesting that homeschooling serves as a barrier to
many students’ entrance into fields that require a background in math.?

+ Homeschool graduates may under-attend college. While homeschooled students
faced skepticism from admissions officers in previous decades, essentially all
colleges and universities today accept homeschool graduates. However, a growing
body of data suggests that homeschooled students attend college at a lower rate
than average.10 While more research is needed, it appears that being homeschooled
may make a student less likely to attend college than other students.

Homeschool and Public School Cooperation
» Homeschooled children benefit from access to public school activities.
» Part-time enrollment increases the educational opportunities available.
» Public school access increases the number of eyes on homeschooled students,
thereby raising the likelihood of intervention in cases of child abuse or neglect.

My name is and | support homeschool reform because:
Please feel free to contact me at () - or @
Thank you!
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